The French first use gas in 1914
BUT this wasn't poison gas, it
was tear gas and had little effect.

The Germans first employed gas

as a large-scale weapon and first used
poison gas. A first attempt against the
Russians in 1915 yielded little results
(non-poison). The first major attempt was at
Ypres (pronounced i-pra) in 1915 against the French.

Chlorine gas was a product German chemical companies produced as a
by-product of dye manufacturing. Fritz Haber was a German chemist who
pioneered German gas development. Look for his profile in the “People” section of
the exhibit’s introductory kiosk. Chlorine gas produced a gray-green cloud and damaged

the eyes, nose, throat, lungs. High concentrations caused death by asphyxiation. This gas did
its damage when victims inhaled it.

Wet/damp cloths, handkerchiefs, simple gauze pads were the first measures against gas attacks on the Western
Front. Different types of water and sometimes urine was used to moisten the cloths.

Soon, gasmasks were developed by all sides. Fighting armies employed various models throughout the rest of
the war. The AEF adopted a British design and improved it (CME) Corrected English Model. Look for one on
display in the exhibit’s trench area. We also have a German gas mask on display in German case. The 371¢
mannequin is wearing a French gas mask carrier.

Other deadlier gases were introduced as the war continued. Phosgene was developed in 1915 and first used
by France. It was usually colorless and smelled like moldy hay. Diphosgene was another deadly gas. Both
could kill when inhaled, although sometimes gases took time to affect those gassed. Phosgene was sometimes
called White Star.

In 1917 mustard gas was introduced (German process). It was sometimes called Yellow Cross. Unlike
Chlorine, Phosgene, and Diphosgene, Mustard gas was a vesicant, or blistering agent. Contact with the
substance caused burns, blistering, irritation of skin and mucous membranes. It was rarely fatal unless
consumed in large doses. It was probably the most widespread gas used during WWI.

Although mustard gas caused the most casualties on the Western Front, chlorine and phosgene caused the most
fatalities.

Mustard gas gets its name from impure mustard gas which is an oily liquid. It is a synthetic substance prepared
by treating ethylene with sulphur chloride. The synthesis was first reported in the late 1800s, the gas first used
in 1917. It DOES NOT come from the mustard plant. Rather, its yellow brown color and mustard-like odor
also account for the name. The effects of this gas could be delayed for several hours and worsen with time.
Long-term effects were 2nd-3rd degree burns, scarring, respiratory disease, infections, blindness, and increased
risk of lung and respiratory cancers.

“In being gassed by Mustard Gas, your throat commences burning as if you
have taken a swallow of red-hot lead, your eyes commence burning and
swelling shut as if a hive of bees had stung you, your voice goes from you
till you can scarcely whisper, and you have a tremendous pressure on your
chest as if there is a weight of from fifty to a hundred pounds there...It was
about five weeks from the time | was gassed before | was able to turn over,
and in fact it was about Armistice Day when | began to sit up a little.”
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